Number of high-speed Internet subscribers increased 2,4 times in 2008

In 2008 the number of broadband Internet subscribers (speed higher than 128 Kbps) at fixed locations increased 2,4 times: from 47,2 thousand in 2007 to 115,12 thousand in 2008. it is the most considerable increase registered in the recent years on the Internet market, says a report by the National Regulatory Agency for Electronic Communications and Information Technology (ANRCETI) based on statistical data submitted by Internet service providers. 
However, in this timeframe the number of Dial-Up (ordinary telephone line) subscribers decreased considerably - by 35%: from 63 thousand in 2007, to 40,6 thousand in 2008. it is for the first time in the short history of the national Internet market that the dial-Up Internet gave in to broadband, in terms of subscribers. This tendency is expected to persist further as more and more users choose broadband Internet.

According to the report, the total number of Internet subscribers at fixed locations increased over 2007 by 41,4% and equalled 155, 78 thousand. The penetration rate per 100 inhabitants came up to 4,37% which makes 1,14% increase, whereas the broadband penetration rate was 3,23% - in increase by 1, 86% over 2007. Though this last indicator increased 2,4 times, it is still too low compared to the same indicators in EU countries, with the average broadband penetration exceeding 22%.

The Agency experts explain this situation by the fact that high-speed Internet services are is mainly concentrated in Chisinau (two thirds of the total of subscribers, 30,8% penetration rate per 100 households) and Balti (10,6 penetration rate). The penetration rate in other district of Moldova varied from 2,25 to 4,7%.

The report also says that in 2008 the number of mobile Internet connections, based on r GPRS/EDGE , HSPA, CDMA 2000 1x and EV-DO technologies was 1 million 437 thousand, a 115,4% increase over 2007, with twice the penetration rate of 2007 - 40,28% per one hundred inhabitants.

The total sales on data transport and Internet access market was 366,1 lei – a 61,8% increase over 2007, while the investments in this segment amounted to 152,7 million lei, which is a 39,7% increase over 2007.

In terms of turnover, the market share of the main data transport and internet service provider – JSC „MOLDTELECOM”- was 60,3%, a 11,35 increase, followed by companies “Starnet” and “Telemedia Group”, with 9% and 6,3% market shares. The rest 53 providers, active in 2008, shared 24,5% of the market.

The Agency will present more comprehensive information about the developments of the electronic communications market in 2008 at a press conference that will be held on March 16, at 11.00 in ANRCETI Conference Room. 
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